| Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/30 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600040635-3

N ‘] “ .
LA CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL/SECURTTY
" CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, |

INFORMATION REPORT

COUNTRY ~ USSR/latvia . | DATE DISTR. /77 AoV 83 |

SUBJECT Department of Chemistry at the NO. OF PAGES .3
University of Latvia in Rigu o

PLACE 'NO. OF ENCLS, 1.
ACQUIRED LISTED RELOWS

DATE SUPPLEMENT TO
ACQUIRED REPORT NO.

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

e

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
]

50X1-HUM

| Most of the men who were professors at that time did wot return to the
Univeroity after 1945, | | two did return to the University. Dr.
Augusts Kelans,| was a professor of irorganic chemistry. uis
research WOrk was oL new analytical methods of separation of phosplhate from analytical
growp III by bisnuth subnitrate (P1ONO3).

2. Dr. Gustavs Vanags |was & professor of orgenic chemistsy. Eis researczh
work was cone with nev analytical methods for identification ¢f organic amines and
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enoligation of organic compounds. |
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\ 's  The Soviet authorities forced him o retren 5 Riga
from East Germany in 1945.

3. The Department of Chemistry wes located in a four story building, as shown in Enclosure
"A". The primary duty of the departmeut was the teaching of chemistry but its facilities
vere used by other engineering and sciemce departments of the University. The divisions
of ceramics, fusl technology, and avalytical chemistry did official testing for the
Government and privete investigation for other institutions. The scientific glessware
and prectically all organic amd imorganic chemicals used in the main laboratories
(inorganic, two analytical organis end chemical enginsering) were imported from Germany.
During 1540-1941 chemicals were obtained from Soviet sources. The imorganic chemicals
vers all exceptiomally poor quality. During the period of Soviet occupation the chemicals
and glassvare purchased in Germany prior to the occupation sufficed. The research
fecilities vere small but gquite satisfactory for use by independent research groups.

The best equipped ladoratory was the X-ray laboratory.

, The division of organic chemistry wes located on the fourth floor. It hed two labora-
tories, each with 40 working places for students. There vas a separate combustion room
vith gas-hested furusces.. The lsboratory of the division head wus located in the
micpo-analwtisel yoam, On the secomd fioor was the leboratory for five araduate students
vho worked 4n combustion and nitrogen determination. :
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5. Under the. Sov‘iet‘b‘cciwution e cmummwmd tbe sspe, with th.e sddition of g
_ political subject. Seversl Latvises ¥ho had gome to the UBBR in 1919 or ‘I%O,n::ttx;md
to Latvia to instruct in the politieal . All students were reguired to attend
these classes anl 0o, excuses Were. asosp¥ed for failure to sppear. The text book used
was the "Short History of the Ocumiiist Party in the UBBR". "If eny student  failed this

course, dismissal from the Univewsity was: insviteble, and’ investigation of the. stident,,

his femily and. friends was gfirried out by the NKVD. Out of more than-100
students, in my political cless, duly Wi or three faNelh:l. These wvers not stupid

students but gave vrong ansversdsl
failed, the instructors were: st

on the exsminations. The stuledts considered the course a sad Joke. -

6. . ' In 1940 ‘there were ‘w:unuii ssooh students in the : L ‘ '
AR ; ‘ - 0900 : the University of Latvia i .
- There were 600.students in the Bepartment of Chemistry, whish’ iz.:lzz‘.cd chcai:? §i§g-‘—“—

ly for ideological remsons. If any student

a2 ongloser- |

. ing and phermacy. Oue third of the students in chemist smale a -haif
- the students in pharmecy were female. . CheRietcy vere femle sod ‘one o
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